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LOW-CARBON HYDROGEN: A NEW 

PRODUCTION PLANT ON THE SEINE AXIS 

(FRANCE) 
 

On Wednesday 22 November, HAROPA PORT and VERSO ENERGY signed an agreement for 

the installation of a plant to produce low-carbon hydrogen and synthetic fuels on HAROPA 

PORT land in Grand-Quevilly. 

 

This production plant will be set up on an area of land belonging to HAROPA PORT | Rouen in the 

town of Grand-Quevilly at the administrative boundary with Petit-Couronne. This development project 

will help both secure and expand the local industrial ecosystem. The facility is projected to come on 

stream by 2029. 

 

The project 
 

The project is slated to produce hydrogen by water electrolysis and will be capable of providing 

capacity of  350MW, corresponding to an annual volume of more than 50,000 tonnes of hydrogen, in 

return for an investment of around €500m. It is to be accompanied by a plant producing synthetic fuels 

using captured, recycled CO2, and creating some 150 direct and 250 indirect jobs. The project will 

contribute in this way to decarbonising industrial sites in the port area and the maritime and aviation 

sectors, in which demand for sustainable fuels can be seen to be increasing significantly. 

 

Hydrogen: a resource for decarbonising mobility and industry 
 
The new production plant has strategic importance for HAROPA PORT and generally for the Rouen 

port community. This is so because it will help sustain a dynamic that is driving industrial development 

and renewal centred on the technologies and forms of production of the future as components of the 

energy transition and decarbonisation of industrial activities across the region. Ports are faced with 

major issues arising from decarbonisation for which decarbonised hydrogen will increasingly be an 

essential resource. There are numerous use cases for hydrogen in port ecosystems, ranging from 

freight handling to maritime transport, and including road and rail mobility. 



 

 

 

Dominique Ritz, deputy CEO of HAROPA PORT, and Antoine Huard, CEO of Verso Energy, signed the 

site occupancy agreement at the local regional offices of HAROPA PORT | Rouen, most notably in the 

presence of Jean-Benoît Albertini, the Prefect of Seine-Maritime, Thierry Coquil, head of the directorate 

for infrastructure, transport and mobility (DGITM), Nicolas Rouly, mayor of Grand-Quevilly and vice-

chair of the Rouen Normandy urban district authority, Aline Louisy-Louis, vice-chair of Normandy’s 

Regional Authority,  and Olivier Morzelle, head of the regional directorate for local development and 

housing (DREAL). 

 

“We are proud to host the future production plant for decarbonised hydrogen proposed by VERSO 

ENERGY on Rouen port  land. This major project comes as confirmation that the Seine Axis is a new-

fuels, new-mobility valley. Once again, HAROPA PORT has shown itself to be a key actor in the energy 

and ecological transition, serving local regions and the economic fabric”, declared Stéphane Raison, 

CEO of HAROPA PORT. 

 

“This industrial project is totally aligned with the national strategy for the development of hydrogen and 

sustainable fuels as essential vectors of industrial and transport decarbonisation. Rouen is a particularly 

favourable location for a project of this kind, given the central position of its port industrial zone along the 

Seine Axis and its connections to the Trapil network for fuel delivery to end-consumers. We are pleased 

to be able to work with HAROPA PORT in driving this project, resolutely determined as we are to 

contribute to the reindustrialisation of the country and the decarbonisation of our economy”, declared 

Antoine Huard, CEO of VERSO ENERGY. 

 

“Rouen Normandy urban district authority welcomes the arrival of Verso Energy, which will boost the 

drive to regenerate Rouen’s port areas, creating a new activity that will be a source of direct and indirect 

jobs. The urban district authority wishes to thank HAROPA PORT’s teams for their commitment to this 

new facility. The Seine Valley has a major role to play in decarbonising mobility and developing 

technologies that provide solutions. This major investment is a contribution to that”, underscored Nicolas 

Mayer Rossignol, chair of the Rouen Normandy urban district authority, Abdelkrim Marchani, 

vice-chair with responsibility for the economy, attractiveness, higher education and research, 

student affairs, digital technology, Europe and international affairs, and Nicolas Rouly, vice-chair 

of the city authority and mayor of Grand-Quevilly. 

 

“In France, Normandy Regional Authority has shown itself to be a pioneer in the development of new 

uses for hydrogen. As an industrial region in the first rank, comprising sectors of great importance such 

as logistics and ports, as well as an energy mix among the most diversified in France, Normandy enjoys 

exceptional advantages for the development of what is an energy source of the future. It is for that reason 

that very early on the Regional Authority identified hydrogen as an essential resource not only for its 

energy transition but also as a vector for decarbonised growth. I am delighted to see the creation of this 

new industrial plant for the production of low-carbon hydrogen and synthetic fuels on HAROPA PORT 

land in Grand-Quevilly. This project is absolutely a contribution to achieving the Regional Authority’s 

ambitions for the industrial development of Normandy and comes as one more in a long series of 

industrial investments on the Seine Axis, the favoured location of the leading national port complex, which 

possesses extraordinary potential for becoming a region at the crossroads of global economic flows, 

making it a participant in the reindustrialisation of our economy and at the same time a promoter of a 

more virtuous development model”, stated Hervé Morin, chair of Normandy Regional Authority. 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 
  

Click here to download HD visuals and “HAROPA PORT in brief”  
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About HAROPA PORT  

The ports of Le Havre, Rouen and Paris form the “major Seine Axis river and sea port authority”. As the fourth largest North European port 
complex, HAROPA PORT has connections to every continent based on an international maritime offering in the very first rank (reaching nearly 700 
ports). It serves a vast hinterland centred on the Seine Valley and the Paris region, together constituting France’s biggest consumer catchment 
area. From Le Havre to Paris, the port complex can point to 2.5m sq. m. of logistics warehousing currently in service and over 1m sq. m. of 
available warehousing space. Today, HAROPA PORT provides a transport and logistics system capable of proposing holistic, end-to-end and 
decarbonised service offerings. It generates annual maritime and river traffic of over 110m tonnes, representing approximately 160,000 jobs. 
 
About VERSO ENERGY  

Founded in 2021 by Xavier Caitucoli and Antoine Huard and supported by Eiffel Investment Group, AMS Capital and Crescendix, VERSO ENERGY 
has set out to adapt the energy models on which our economy is based in order to assist the energy transition and lay the foundations of a new 
economy underpinned by:  

- An abundance of sources of clean energy. 
- A more decentralised, more resilient electricity grid architecture. 
- Hydrogen used as a decarbonised fuel with the aim of leaving behind dependence on fossil forms of energy. 

VERSO ENERGY is endeavouring to roll out technical solutions to make possible a decarbonised energy mix through the use of its expertise and 
its financial resources: production of renewable electricity, production of renewable low-carbon hydrogen, plus storage and flexibility. 
VERSO ENERGY’s development strategy is based on energy management that right from initial production, based security of occupancy of 
dedicated sites and reservation of capacity on the electrical grid, up to its marketing to partners in industry and the mobility sector as electricity or 
hydrogen after conversion by electrolysis. 
VERSO ENERGY is developing energy ecosystems across the whole of France, orchestrating its portfolio streams to supply each customer with 
the required energy within the required timeframe. 
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